
 A just death sentence. 

 In the courtroom, the shackled prisoner shook with fear.  

 The evidence was clear.  

 The judge had no choice but to pronounce a death sentence. 

 “You have been found guilty,” the judge announced.  

But then the judge did something unprecedented.  

“Justice must be served,” he said. “But I will take your punishment for you. I will die in your 

place. You are free to go – but ONLY if you accept my offer of taking your place to pay for your 

crime.”  

He pounded his gavel, and waited for the prisoner’s response. 

“Yes, I accept your offer of dying in my place,” said the prisoner slowly, as he realized the 

choice he’d been given, and the decision that he was making. 

Court services deputies unlocked his handcuffs and hobbles. They removed the judge’s robe 

and snapped the irons on his wrists and ankles.  

As the judge was led away to death row, the shocked, former prisoner walked out of the 

courtroom door -- to freedom. 

This is a picture of mercy. God is our judge. Since He is perfectly just, all His actions must serve the 

universal law of justice - and punish the guilty. But emulating God’s supreme act of mercy, this judge 

voluntarily took the detainee’s punishment himself and declared him “not guilty” and free – because 

the prisoner accepted the judge’s offer to take his place and punishment – paying for the crime. 

We’re each like that prisoner. We each have thoughts, said things or done wrong in the eyes of the 

eternal court over which the majestic judge – God – rules. He sees us: in bondage to our sins. If 

justice were served, we’d each be condemned to physical death immediately and spiritual death for 

eternity. 

But God says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus.”  

Through the death of Jesus, all debt – all sin -- was paid for in full so that we each -- if we accept His 

payment on our behalf – receive eternal life, a free gift.  

Each one who reads this can accept that gift right now; it’s a choice each can make. You need not be 

in a church, synagogue or religious setting to tell God your choice, because he is everywhere. When 

the Judge who holds your future in his hands offers you complete eternal freedom, at no cost to you, 

why would you reject it? And don’t delay making a choice. Do so now. Why would you delay making 

such an important decision as where you’ll spend eternity? Don’t delay – because statistics show that 

more than half of the world’s 153,000 people who die every day never expected that day to be their 

last. 

Accept this free gift, then thank God that instead of wrath, you receive undeserved mercy, at no cost 

to you because Jesus – God in human form -- paid the price in full. It’s free for you. Right now. 

Recommended reading: Romans 6:23, Ephesians 2:1-10 and the book of John in the New Testament. 
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